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is a radio show, podcast and live show production
outfit dedicated to telling the story of a diverse and more nuanced
Israel. We attempt to overcome borders —both ideological and physical
- between Israel and the world, by presenting human-interest stories that
profile a broad spectrum of Israelis. Our hope, ultimately, is to promote
greater awareness of, and interest in, the complexities of modern Israeli society.

Modeled after Chicago Public Media's This American Life, our show seeks to portray
the intricacies of Israeli culture and showcase its rich plurality. We have found that
the Israel people love, as well as the Israel people hate, is — more often than not —an
imaginary place. The goal of the show is, therefore, to tell the stories of a ‘real’ Israel.
Stories that are much more complicated and interesting than the usual coverage the
country receives (coverage which typically only leads to further ignorance and animosity).
Consequently, Israel Story is not concerned with Bibi or the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It
does not focus on the threat of Iranian bombs or Security Council resolutions.


https://www.israelstory.org

Israel Story: The World's
Most Listened-To Jewish Podcast

this New York Times profile of the show



https://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/16/arts/if-that-npr-guy-moved-to-israel-and-knew-hebrew.html

Interestingly, Israel Story is able to reach many who are not o
otherwise engaged with Israel: More than a third of our audi- 9 Z 3 /
ence do not define themselves as Zionists, and a quarter have O

either never visited Israel, or haven’t been in over a decade.
of listeners stated that

Roughly 11% of listeners reported that Israel Story is their they believe Israel Story
only form of connection to Israel, and they do not engage in is “anhonestbroker” and
any other Israel-related issues, debates, content or news. Fur- “does a good job human-
thermore, a full 57.8% of our listeners shared that Israel Story izing all kinds of people.”

has changed their attitude or opinion about Israel, or made
them think of Israel in a new light. We routinely receive mes-
sages to that effect from listeners around the world, such as
this one, from a woman in Germany:

Our listeners are extremely
loyal and dedicated, with
more than 77% either never
missing an episode (50.8%)
or listening to nearly every

episode (26.7%).

The Ultimate Goal?
Making An Impact

99.3% said they would
recommend the show to a

friend.

Statistics and numbers are not, of course, a goal in-and-of
themselves. More than anything, reaching more people speaks
to our deeper mission, which is to have as broad a reach, and as significant an impact, as pos-
sible. We are most genuinely excited when we receive emails and letters from people who tell
us that we made a difference in their lives. For example, we cherish this note, from a listener
in Hawaii:

Israel Story’s 2020

This year has been extremely challenging for everyone. But

early on in the pandemic, facing countless cancelations
and economic hurdles, we made a decision to double-down
and be as present as possible for our global community. At
a time of isolation and distance, we figured, we were more
needed than ever before.

In April 2020, at the height of the first wave, we stepped
up and produced IsraPalooza, a twelve-hour-long Zoom
celebration of Israel’s 72nd Independence Day. In what
was a total experiment for us, we put together a day full
N“““’m of intimate interviews (with the likes of violinist Itzhak
Perlman, cookbook author Joan Nathan, Nobel laureate
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https://www.israelstory.org/israpalooza/

Facebook “Super Fan” Community

weekly Facebook Live events

In addition to all that, in 2020 we also...

Alone, Together

brand new website and logo
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/IsraelStoryCommunity/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/468354113871300/media/videos
https://www.israelstory.org/episode/alone-together-part-i-mazal-tov/
https://www.israelstory.org

The Friends of Israel Story
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https://www.israelstory.org/friends-of-israel-story/
https://www.israelstory.org/support-us/
https://www.israelstory.org/support-us/

