Mishy Harman: It’s five in the morning. The muazzin is already singing. I’m waiting for Clara and Michael to go up north. Oh, here they are. Hey guys, good morning. 
Michael Vivier: Hey, good morning!
Clara Fuhg: Morning! 
Mishy Harman: How you doing? 
Clara Fuhg: Good. 
Michael Vivier: Hanging in there. 
Clara Fuhg: It’s early. 
Michael Vivier: Very early.
Mishy Harman: Did you bring your coffee?
Clara Fuhg: Brought enough for everyone. 

Mishy Harman (narration): On one of the very first days after the second lockdown ended, I drove up north with Clara Fuhg and Michael Vivier, our production interns. Our destination was Vered HaGalil, a small farm perched on a hill overlooking the Sea of Galilee. On the way, we covered some very crucial topics. 

Mishy Harman: Wait so you can watch Borat II from Israel? I thought it wasn’t available here. 
Michael Vivier: I use the VPN. 
Clara Fuhg: I think it’s available on Amazon Prime. It’s an Amazon Prime exclusive, I think. 
Mishy Harman: Can you get that here?
Clara Fuhg: Yeah, I have an account. 

Mishy Harman (narration): Three hours later, we arrived. 

Mishy Harman: OK, so here we are. Michael, do you want to call Danielle?
Michael Vivier: Yeah, yeah yeah. Sure.  

Mishy Harman (narration): Vered HaGalil was established in 1961 by Yona and Yehuda Avni. It was meant to be a kind of local version of a dude ranch, where cowboys and cowgirls would go horseback riding and pretend they were in Montana. 

Michael Vivier: She’s not answering so she might be out riding. 
Mishy Harman: OK, so should we go find the… find the stables? 
Michael Vivier: Yeah. Yeah, let’s go up there. 

Mishy Harman (narration): Today it has lovely lodgings, a famous meat restaurant and - of course - a large horse-riding center. We were there to meet up with Danielle, the head trainer. And, fittingly, we found her in the arena, galloping on her gorgeous black mare, Shadow. 

Danielle Deknuydt: Hi, my name is Danielle Deknuydt, I’m twenty-seven years old. I’m the main trainer in Vered HaGalil stable. 

Mishy Harman (narration): Oded, Danielle’s boyfriend, was standing off to the side, holding up his phone. 

Oded Locker: Yeah, my name is Oded Locker. I am from Israel, of course, from Kibbutz Gevim originally. 
Mishy Harman: And what is your role here now?
Oded Locker: I’m just doing what Danielle says. Yeah, I think I said it right. 
Danielle Deknuydt: [In Hebrew] Oded, we are ready. 
Mishy Harman: OK. 
Oded Locker: OK. 
Mishy Harman: So, you’re up, you need to film now. 
Oded Locker: Yeah, right now I’m gonna film the…
Mishy Harman: OK. So can we stand next to you when you film?
Oded Locker: Yeah sure, no problem.
Mishy Harman: OK.
Oded Locker: [In Hebrew] Should I stand in the same spot? 
Danielle Deknuydt: [In Hebrew] Yes!
Oded Locker: [In Hebrew] OK. 
	
Mishy Harman (narration): And why, you might ask, was Oded filming Danielle as she and Shadow completed a crazily intricate obstacle course which included jumping and balancing and turning sideways and walking backwards and all kinds of other maneuvers? Well… 

Danielle Deknuydt: So in Israel we have virtual competition now because we cannot everybody come with their horses and their people to one place because the corona. So we do virtual show. 

Mishy Harman (narration): Each rider films him or herself completing the exact same obstacle course, but in different arenas and stables and farms around the country. Then they all submit their home videos to a judge, who determines the winner. That morning Oded was shooting Danielle’s submission for the 2020 Israel Championship. 

Mishy Harman: And you were just filming on your iPhone, right? 
Oded Locker: Yeah. Some people can have like a better…
Danielle Deknuydt: Camera. 
Oded Locker: Cameras. 
Mishy Harman: So is there a lot of pressure to film this correctly? Are you afraid that Danielle would yell at you…
Oded Locker: Exactly. 
Mishy Harman: If you screw it up?
Oded Locker: Yeah, yeah, exactly. You should know how sad it is if she have the perfect one and then I was like, “I’m so sorry, my finger was on the camera.” [Oded laughs]. 

Mishy Harman (narration): Honestly, Oded is smart to be afraid. You see, the sport is called “Extreme Cowboy.” And Danielle reigns supreme. 

Oded Locker: The last three years she got Israeli champion. What’s really special about Danielle in this sport that she just started it four years ago as a non-pro rider, like for a hobby. And she got really good in it, so she wanted to take it like level up and get more professional. 

Mishy Harman (narration): Last year she even flew to Texas, to the world championship. 

Danielle Deknuydt: I was compete in the world show in the international that it’s against all people from the other world. Britanie, Australian, France, Belgia. Everybody come to there. 

Mishy Harman (narration): Danielle finished third. 

Mishy Harman: And Danielle, I see that you’ve really embraced the cowgirl look [Danielle laughs]. What… Like what are you wearing exactly?  
Danielle Deknuydt: I have boots with spurs, and jeans. I have buttoned down shirt. I have... [in Hebrew] how do you say belt?
Mishy Harman: Belt.   
Danielle Deknuydt: A belt with a buckle that I win in the EXEA Shavuot Show in Israel, and hat. [Danielle laughs]. 

Mishy Harman (narration): Danielle wouldn’t say so, but she’s definitely eyeing another championship buckle. 

Mishy Harman: Do you think you’re gonna win this year’s ‘Extreme’ competition?  
Danielle Deknuydt: I hope, but we cannot know. 

Mishy Harman (narration): Oded was a bit more bullish. 

Oded Locker: I’m not the right person to ask, because if you ask me, she’s always gonna win. 

Mishy Harman (narration): But they both know her chances are pretty good. After all, Danielle has a secret advantage - Shadow.  

Danielle Deknuydt: This is Shadow. 
Mishy Harman: She’s so soft, ha? 
Danielle Deknuydt: Yeah, we did her shampoo and conditioner once a week. And she eat good, and I brush her everyday, and shower everyday, so she’s very good health. 
Mishy Harman: Do horses get corona, by the way? 
Danielle Deknuydt: No. 
Mishy Harman: No?  
Danielle Deknuydt: They’re OK. 
Mishy Harman: She’s an Israeli horse? She was born here? 
Danielle Deknuydt: Yes. She born here. She’s like the really Israeli horse. [Danielle laughs].
Mishy Harman: What makes her a really Israeli horse? 
Oded Locker: She combines different breeds in her, and this is kind of like the Israeli person, you know? Like, no one here is like one hundred percent American or one hundred percent Morrocan or something like that, like.  
Danielle Deknuydt: And she with me like twelve years. And we have very special connection. 

Mishy Harman (narration): Shadow’s ears perked up when we were talking about her. So Danielle went over, gave her a big hug and a giant treat. 
[bookmark: _maglrsd83k5e]
Mishy Harman: What was she eating? 
Oded Locker: A carrot. After-training treat. 
		
Mishy Harman (narration): Hey, I’m Mishy Harman, and this is Israel Story. Our episode today? Horsing Around. Over the next couple of episodes we’re going to tell the stories of two people whose lives barely intersect, or overlap. In many ways they couldn’t be more different - one’s a man, the other a woman; one’s a Jew, the other a Muslim; one’s an Israeli settler and the other is Palestinian. They don’t know each other, and if they did, they might well think of the other as an enemy. But they both have at least one thing in common. And that one thing is their love of horses. 

Like Danielle in Vered HaGalil, Abdel Naser Musleh of Kfar ‘Aqab dreams big.
[bookmark: _uvupzrntokwf]
[bookmark: _2hpimx83buxv]Abdel Naser Musleh: Every breeder, when he breeds his mare, he imagines like a world champion. 

Mishy Harman (narration): He’s twenty-two years old, still lives at home and has a trim black beard and a boyish smile.
 
[bookmark: _jn1n2y1gf5wv]Abdel Naser Musleh: I’m looking for always... for the real Arabian horse. Wide forehead, big eyes, smooth nostrils. Pretty face. People criticize me, they say ‘we can’t put a saddle on a pretty face.’ I don’t care, you know, I like to see a good face. 

Mishy Harman (narration): Abdel Naser is a horse breeder. And he spends most of his time talking, dreaming and breathing colts, fillies, mares and stallions. 

Kfar ‘Aqab - where Abdel Naser and his family live - is a Palestinian neighborhood just south of Ramallah. Even though it’s cut off from the rest of Jerusalem by a wall and a checkpoint, it’s considered part of the city. Because of that, Kafr ‘Aqab is sort of a strange no-man’s land. On the one hand, it’s part of Jerusalem, so it’s supposedly serviced by the municipality. But on the other hand, it’s on the Palestinian side of the separation barrier, so it really isn’t. And the result is a lot of garbage everywhere, poor sanitation, overcrowding, and a lack of regulation. So when Abdel Naser and his father Khader decided to build stables on their property, no one told them they couldn’t. 
[bookmark: _h5wvje1hz5jq]
[bookmark: _7p5gk1qu6v0v]Nuha Musleh: Abdel Naser!

Mishy Harman (narration): That’s Abdel Naser’s mother, Nuha.

[bookmark: _hqzqpg47mtzu]Nuha Musleh: As soon as Abdel Naser was mature enough to interact, talk, share, love in a visible way, his fascination with animal became visible as well.
[bookmark: _tehz0urs7ixt]Abdel Naser Musleh: Mainly I spend my time with my horses. More than my friends.

Mishy Harman (narration): When Abdel Naser first started raising horses, his  parents were actually worried.
[bookmark: _sxtfgae4zx8p]
[bookmark: _dbw3rqcglsgv]Abdel Naser Musleh: At the first they said “this is bullshit, this doesn't make sense, you know? You're paying three thousand shekels for a horse for a month. We didn't pay that for you for school, you know. We’re paying them now for the horses?” 
[bookmark: _t82qb5aon5ke]
Mishy Harman (narration): They didn’t believe their son’s expensive new hobby would ever break even. 
[bookmark: _2l5tlga5cimx]
[bookmark: _wqgqaf3xybry]Abdel Naser Musleh: I said “wait, just wait, I'm going to have a good money from these horses.” They said, “OK, we're waiting, we're waiting, we're waiting.” 

Mishy Harman (narration): And for years, they all waited. But from those modest stables, Abdel Naser is now reaching for a not-so-modest dream.

[bookmark: _k293puimyfqk]Abdel Naser Musleh: I would love to be the best Arabian horse breeder in the world. 

Mishy Harman (narration): Joel Shupack and Elise Coker, a filmmaker who made a beautiful documentary about Abdel Naser, bring us the story of Abdel Naser’s Colts. 

*****

Elise Coker (narration): For centuries, Arabian horses were bred for their stamina and strength. They were central to Arab and Beduoin life, and used for transportation, sports and in warfare.

[bookmark: _y39j3fgglv4t]Nuha Musleh: Horsemanship is a sport that is held in high esteem by Arabs in general. It has been mentioned in the Koran.

Joel Shupack (narration): But today they’re mainly raised for a very different purpose. 

Elise Coker (narration): They’re show horses. Abdel Naser’s entire life is centered around showing his horses at competitions, where they’re judged on how closely they resemble the “ideal Arabian horse” of the past. 

Joel Shupack (narration): He’s done pretty well at these shows over the years. He’s even won some trophies here and there. But so far all the horses he’s shown have been female, either young fillies or adult mares. And to be considered a serious breeder, Abdel Naser is going to need something else. 

Elise Coker (narration): A male breeding horse - a stallion - of his own.

Joel Shupack (narration): In March 2018, he made a crucial first step towards his dream when one of his mares gave birth to a baby colt. 

[bookmark: _556b7e4ttt40]Abdel Naser Musleh: This is Kamel El-Awsaf.

Joel Shupack (narration): Kamel El-Awsaf. Or Kamel for short.

[bookmark: _ky0bgvgd3guy]Abdel Naser Musleh: Kamel El-Awsaf means perfect. A thing or a creature that has it all. That has everything.

Elise Coker (narration): It’s also the title of a song by a famous Egyptian singer.

Abdel Naser Musleh: We love giving our horses the names of Abdel Halim Hafez songs. 

Elise Coker (narration): To Abdel Naser, Kamel was perfect: Russet brown with a pretty face and a white stripe down his forehead. 

Joel Shupack (narration): And most importantly, he was his first colt. His first chance to raise a champion stallion. 

Two months later, on the very same day Elise began filming her documentary, Abdel Naser’s future got even brighter. His other mare also gave birth. Another colt.

Elise Coker (narration): The second colt was born in the afternoon, in the middle of the month of Ramadan.

[bookmark: _o1i88yyf9q0t]Abdel Naser Musleh: He was born really small, he’s premature.    

Elise Coker (narration): He was dark brown, with a single splash of white just between the eyes. The size of a dog with long, wobbly legs. 

Joel Shupack (narration): And if Abdel Naser thought Kamel, his first colt, was perfect, well as soon as this new one… 

[bookmark: _wpbmpj7ja32v]Abdel Naser Musleh: When I saw the face I said “OK, this is my favorite horse ever, you know.” I couldn’t believe my eyes. He’s really beautiful.
[bookmark: _b6thcn4kflul]
[bookmark: _f70k4hn60nap]Joel Shupack (narration): His second colt was even more perfect. But right away, Abdel Naser sensed that something was wrong.
[bookmark: _5cfk1c41roja]
[bookmark: _jo6jcozca59f]Abdel Naser Musleh: He was moving in a strange manner and the colt didn’t breastfeed, you know. So that was a very bad sign. 

Elise Coker (narration): It was colic, which - without intervention - is often fatal. And in the West Bank, veterinary care is harder to come by, especially during the month of Ramadan. 

[bookmark: _u9w9xt345n9z]Joel Shupack (narration): So Abdel Naser called Dr. Barak Amram, an Israeli vet from Ben Shemen.

[bookmark: _uxj25y2mf7v8]Abdel Naser Musleh: Doctor, it looks like the colt has constipation.
[bookmark: _9bjuenknmerp]Barak Amram: If it has constipation, you have to take it to the hospital, it’s better. 

[bookmark: _bs2kpllx8u75]Joel Shupack (narration): The best animal hospitals in the region are within Israel, on the other side of the checkpoint. Given Kafr ‘Aqab’s strange status of being technically part of Jerusalem, Abdel Naser can - unlike most Palestinians - freely cross back and forth. 

Elise Coker (narration): But he could have easily been stuck at the checkpoint for hours in a long line of idling cars.

[bookmark: _7nvnoe1mouzt]Abdel Naser Musleh: It would have been crazy.
[bookmark: _dskk1bp7rz8p]It’s a very stressing atmosphere for a sick young colt. 
[bookmark: _8mmpmp843ljo]Nuha Musleh: I have heard about a story where a horse died at the checkpoint. 
[bookmark: _zanxv79dfmz2]Barak Amram: If you want me to come I can come, but I think you should take him to the hospital.
[bookmark: _pndaminx2pdn]Abdel Naser Musleh: Can you come, doctor?

[bookmark: _qaio52dil86m]Joel Shupack (narration): The doctor didn’t hesitate. The only problem? 

Abdel Naser Musleh: He’s not allowed to be here.

Elise Coker (narration): Even though they’ve done this before, it’s dangerous.

[bookmark: _qflg36ppf6zn]Abdel Naser Musleh: He would risk his life to help us and he doesn't think about anything else. 

Elise Coker (narration): Dr. Barak loads up his white van with medical gear and heads to the West Bank.

[bookmark: _t9hjwgi73rny]Joel Shupack (narration): It’s dark when the doctor arrives. Abdel Naser and Nuha wait in their car on the Palestinian side of the checkpoint. 

[bookmark: _6vdq43av9qds]Abdel Naser Musleh: Hi doctor. Yeah, yes doctor, where are you exactly? You’re outside? 
Nuha Musleh: [In Arabic] When hu’ya? When?

Elise Coker (narration): “Where is he?” Nuha asks. 

Abdel Naser Musleh: [In Arabic] He’s outside. 

Elise Coker (narration): Abdel Naser explains that the doctor’s on the other side of the checkpoint. 

Abdel Naser Musleh: Can you come inside?

Elise Coker (narration): Abdel Naser and Nuha escort the doctor in, making sure he’s safe.

[bookmark: _h96gu2p0p5kv]Abdel Naser Musleh: Yeah yeah yeah, I’m coming with you, I’ll come with you.
[bookmark: _i7j8n8chq45z]Nuha Musleh: Elise, put the camera down, we don’t want the doctor in any way to be upset.

Elise Coker (narration): Twenty minutes later, safely back at Abdel Naser’s home, I begin filming again. Dr. Barak puts on latex gloves and unloads a mobile IV unit and some syringes. 

[bookmark: _vwcg0dn543f5]Barak Amram: Now slowly, put him down on the cloth. Yeah, yeah. Go ahead. Go ahead. [Abdel Naser Musleh sighs]. Go ahead. You OK, Abdel Naser?

Elise Coker (narration): Doctor Barak does whatever he can to treat the colic, and gives the horse some fluids and medicine.

Barak Amram: He’s like weak, but he wants to live. 

Elise Coker (narration): Then, he delivers a clear prognosis: 

Barak Amram: This is how it goes - if he doesn’t take milk, he’ll die. 
[bookmark: _xty2ddq37oiv]Abdel Naser Musleh: Yes yes, he’ll die, yeah. 
Barak Amram: If he takes milk, he lives. 

Elise Coker (narration): If this horse doesn’t start nursing soon, he says, it’s all over. But there’s still hope. 

Barak Amram: OK, let’s… Let’s go out, let’s leave them. The mother will manage.

Elise Coker (narration): The Muslehs invite Dr. Barak upstairs for some coffee. They sit together around a wooden dining table with an embroidered tablecloth. Nuha prepares a platter of Arabic sweets. 

Khader Musleh: From Syria.
Barak Amram: Oh, thank you.
Khader Musleh: From Syria.

[bookmark: _k411ct4yveir]Joel Shupack (narration): Soon the doctor will go back home, to his side of the wall. But for now they are all here, sitting around the kitchen table. Here it’s just small cups of Turkish coffee, a call to prayer from a nearby mosque, a Jewish doctor, a Muslim family and a baby horse who is weak, but wants to live.

Elise Coker (narration): The next morning, Abdel Naser, in a loose blue t-shirt and beach sandals, goes to check on the newborn. His mother joins him. 

Nuha Musleh: He’s hungry.

Elise Coker (narration): Hungry perhaps, but - thankfully - alive. 

Abdel Naser Musleh: He’s a little bit in pain still, but much better than yesterday.

Elise Coker (narration): The family has already chosen a name.

Abdel Naser Musleh: Mawal El-Nahar.

[bookmark: _4wjwwh6b0z3a]Joel Shupack (narration): Mawal El-Nahar. It means “prayer of the day.” He’s also named for an Abdel Halim Hafez song. 

Elise Coker (narration): Dr. Barak’s late night house call saved Mawal’s life.
[bookmark: _chequayykmz7]
[bookmark: _vh820di57mg4]Joel Shupack (narration): With his two colts now healthy, Abdel Naser can start thinking about the upcoming annual show. 
[bookmark: _rubi2yc9n1hx]
[bookmark: _26ekml6cwfvi]Mawal, the baby, is obviously too young to compete, but Abdel Naser is planning on showing Kamel, his first colt.
[bookmark: _kshbymkdp67e] 
[bookmark: _1r42lnfhuv1]Abdel Naser Musleh: It’s the main event of the year. It's the Egyptian event. 

[bookmark: _dqcuo2hko8cr]Joel Shupack (narration): Kamel is a special breed; he’s what’s called a ‘Straight Egyptian,’ descended from the finest Bedouin horses that were taken to Egypt back when the Ottomans controlled the region. 

[bookmark: _r3f3njzgping]Abdel Naser Musleh: It’s where the best Egyptian horses compete. 

Elise Coker (narration): This will be Abdel Naser’s first chance to show off one of his new colts, and the stakes are high. 

[bookmark: _xec0jsja0axz]Abdel Naser Musleh: A colt is a different thing. It’s a bigger responsibility. Everyone’s looking for colts to breed their mares to. So you never want to lose with your colt. Fillies you can lose. So if she loses, she takes fifth or sixth, OK it’s fine, she goes back home and you breed her. If a colt loses, he’s never going to breed, he’s never going to breed, trust me.

[bookmark: _ioqgkb4i6awy]Joel Shupack (narration): The difference between a colt that wins and a colt that comes in, say, third, is huge. A winner is likely to become a valuable breeding stallion. 

[bookmark: _3lud5f9dgcxz]Abdel Naser Musleh: If I want to breed to a good stallion, I would pay $5000. If you have a good stallion it’s like you have a company.

[bookmark: _u799ku17kb93]Joel Shupack (narration): A loser, on the other hand, is… just a horse. But it’s not all about the money. It goes much deeper. 

[bookmark: _q0cdra4rwdi2]Nuha Musleh: A horse is a symbol of honor in our Islamic culture, in our Arabic culture.
[bookmark: _q0cdra4rwdi2]Abdel Naser Musleh: This is our horse, this is an Arabian horse, the horse came from here.
[bookmark: _q0cdra4rwdi2]Nuha Musleh: Horses have retrieved for the Palestinian breeders, the beauty of their culture and old civilization. The nobility that they have lost over the years.
[bookmark: _q0cdra4rwdi2]Abdel Naser Musleh: It’s art mixed with history, you know. The Arabian horses are our history, you know. They… They created our history.

Elise Coker (narration): So for Abdel Naser, a lot’s riding on his two young colts. Whenever Abdel Naser isn’t with his horses, he’s helping out at the family business in nearby Ramallah.

[bookmark: _qiz61odgv7cy]Abdel Naser Musleh: I’m working at my family's shop.

[bookmark: _mx3np148tjiv]Joel Shupack (narration): They sell traditional rugs and lamps, jewelry, embroidered dresses, hand-painted ceramic bowls. 

[bookmark: _49fa42t5byrm]Abdel Naser Musleh: It's a beautiful shop.

Elise Coker (narration): But even here, in between customers, the talk is all about horses. 

Nuha Musleh: When, when is the next show?

Joel Shupack (narration): The show is two months away. Kamel is growing nicely and Nuha? Well, she seems just about ready to pin the medal on him herself. 

Nuha Musleh: He’s champion. He deserves gold.

Elise Coker (narration): But Abdel Naser knows there’s still a lot of work to do. 

[bookmark: _6ae4u5u8vdur]Abdel Naser Musleh: This baby horse knows nothing about being handled, you know. 

Elise Coker (narration): Abdel Naser doesn’t have the space or the expertise to properly train and condition Kamel himself, so he sends him to a professional horse trainer in Israel. 

[bookmark: _dbc3iw1xs8rq]Abdel Naser Musleh: The trainer will make him get used to the basic things for a young baby, you know. We are concerned about fear, you know, for the colt, you know. Just to be afraid from the ring, you know, from the noises and from everything. We build muscle, we work on the neck, we work on the body, everything, the concentration of the horse.

[bookmark: _gfajcksqowwl]Joel Shupack (narration): So in late July, Abdel Naser loads Kamel onto a trailer. He drives him across the checkpoint to a training center in Matsli'ah, a moshav near Rehovot. This kind of cross-border journey — it’s actually pretty common. 

[bookmark: _pw78bmnnhz5p]Abdel Naser Musleh: Most of my friends that I met through horses are outside of the checkpoint. They are Jewish and Israelis. 

[bookmark: _vc36a8o8dsbz]Elise Coker (narration): The divisions you often see between Jews and Arabs? They aren’t as present in the horse world. 

[bookmark: _lkfv23urc4o8]Abdel Naser Musleh: We don't feel the conflict, we don't feel the political situation. 

[bookmark: _ger2m0r47qu6]Joel Shupack (narration): We heard this from a lot of other breeders too, like Tzviah Idan - a Jewish breeder from Moshav HaYogev, in the north of Israel. 

[bookmark: _ke0xemj29sv]Tzviah Idan: We know what peace is like because we coexist.

[bookmark: _ci554erimkq3]Joel Shupack (narration): Part of it is the nature of horse breeding itself. Many breeders, like Abdel Naser, keep their horses on their property, basically living together with them. 

Elise Coker (narration): So when they want to see each other’s horses, they have to visit each other’s homes. 

[bookmark: _pzqk4t6657dd]Tzviah Idan: We’re in and out of each other’s houses, people drop in here all the time. Suddenly I’ll get a phone call, “I’m at your gate” [Tzviah laughs].

[bookmark: _vth2uwmxvztt]Joel Shupack (narration): That intimacy creates lasting connections. 

[bookmark: _hshfp9b9wf6e]Abdel Naser Musleh: We buy breedings from each other. We train our horses together. Through the horses, we’re living together.

Elise Coker (narration): And indeed, at horse shows you’ll see...

[bookmark: _fvhhc95yd4os]Tzviah Idan: The Arabs and the Jewish Israelis hugging each other, kissing each other, arms around each other. Owning horses together, breeding horses together.
[bookmark: _mtlm0jah3v9h]Abdel Naser Musleh: People just forget about the conflicts and forget about the politics and get together for this passion. 
[bookmark: _al1txge9sog8]Nuha Musleh: Horses have transcended all barriers between Israelis and Palestinians.
Announcer: Egyptian horses in Israel, as I mentioned before, is very special horses. Is a source of world champions.

[bookmark: _unybr6ibj6q]Joel Shupack (narration): It’s September now. Kamel is six months old and the much-anticipated “Egyptian Event” has finally arrived. 
[bookmark: _lhxa5dmwytjx]
[bookmark: _mz6vvvys6i1f]Abdel Naser Musleh: This show is really important. It’s like the show that I always want to prove myself in. 

Elise Coker (narration): The show takes place just south of Nazareth, in a clearing at the end of a long dirt road. 

Picture a dusty derby ring with bleachers and big white tents that serve as makeshift stables. The horse owners - both Israelis and Palestinians - sit at shaded tables nearby and debate the intricate rules. 

[bookmark: _8yid8nrxydx3]Abdel Naser Musleh: There are five standards that we judge the horse on. First of all, how Arabian does this horse look? Second of all the head and the neck… 

[bookmark: _7df0t8y5xcb4]Joel Shupack (narration): Abdel Naser probably wouldn’t like this description, but it’s basically an equine beauty pageant. 
[bookmark: _ggif9quuqexy]
[bookmark: _phz3wzhj227c]Abdel Naser Musleh: And the fifth and the final thing is the legs.
[bookmark: _2uewwqs6an3d]
[bookmark: _sxw2f44hm987]Joel Shupack (narration): And as for his own horse, Kamel, he’s optimistic. 

Abdel Naser Musleh: The head looks amazing, the neck looks perfect, his color is a very good advantage.

Elise Coker (narration): There are two rounds - a preliminary group round, and then a final championship round. The horses are brought in one after the other, and are paraded around the ring to the sound of a cheering crowd. They are then presented to a panel of three international judges - this year they’re German - and awarded a score for the five characteristics - type, head and neck, body, movement and legs. Twenty points in each category is a perfect score.

Finally it’s Kamel’s turn. 

Announcer: Colt number ten, Kamel El-Awsaf [Cheering].

[bookmark: _ujk7vi1u4367]Joel Shupack (narration): Abdel Naser is clearly nervous. This is the big stage. Kamel is brought in and gallops around the ring. The judges take notes, confer and then his scores are announced.

Announcer: Type - 18.5, 19, 18.5. Head and neck - 19, 19.5, 19.

Elise Coker (narration): He’s getting good marks, especially for his face which, to Abdel Naser, is the most important thing.

Announcer: 88.83 in total [clapping].

[bookmark: _j0c5uhxgtsru]Joel Shupack (narration): 88.83 out of 100. Not great, but good enough for second place in his preliminary group. Still, the final championship round - where the top colts from each group are judged against each other - that’s what matters. 

Abdel Naser Musleh: Anything can happen. A horse that got second can be a gold champion.

[bookmark: _9snt0kcn3yvj]Joel Shupack (narration): There's still a chance Abdel Naser's colt could leap from his second place group finish to an overall gold medal. But the opposite could happen too. A horse that got second in its group can leave the show with nothing at all. 

[bookmark: _srg38rv25v84]Announcer: Here we go...

Elise Coker (narration): The top horses from each group are paraded in. The judges once again take notes and deliberate. And then… the moment of truth arrives. 

Announcer: [In Hebrew] Pay attention who the gold winner is…  The gold… Kainz El-Baydan. 

Elise Coker (narration): Kamel’s name isn’t mentioned. 

[bookmark: _sf25b6ols3k8]Abdel Naser Musleh: He got second place in his group and he didn't win in the championship anything.

[bookmark: _wxuxpto80hy7]Joel Shupack (narration): Abdel Naser goes home empty-handed. 

Mishy Harman (narration): We’ll be right back.


*****


Mishy Harman (narration): And now back to Abdel Naser Musleh, who’s older colt, Kamel El-Awsaf, just returned home empty-handed from the annual horse show. 

This was obviously a blow for Abdel Naser. After all, it was the first time he had shown a male horse at the competition, and the pressure was on. It’s the wrong metaphor, I know, but a winning colt can be a real cash cow. 

Still, Abdel Naser had many reasons to chin up. There would always be next year, and then he’d have not one, but two, colts to bring to the show. OK, back to Joel and Elise.  

Elise Coker (narration): Following the excitement of the competition, it was now back to the grind; the slow and often tedious work of feeding and caring for his horses. 

[bookmark: _4ltktfwxzxqz]Joel Shupack (narration): Since he was still a very young horse, Kamel would have another chance to prove himself next year. And by then, with any luck, Mawal, now four months old, would also be ready for the ring. 

[bookmark: _fkq28okek1au]But a few months after Abdel Naser returned from the show, everything changed.

[bookmark: _1m8bigvai086]Abdel Naser Musleh: I just come to the room and he's not eating, going in circles in the room. You know, horses eat the whole time, so if they just are not eating, you know that they have something wrong. 

Elise Coker (narration): Once again, just like when he was born, Mawal El-Nahar was sick.

[bookmark: _qdxs2fmfh1od]Abdel Naser Musleh: It was an infection in the stomach and we had to take him to the hospital. I took him myself.

[bookmark: _ofa4bqqunb8i]Joel Shupack (narration): That day, Abdel Naser was supposed to be working at the family store. Instead, he loaded up Mawal, waited at the checkpoint, drove towards Tel Aviv, and left his colt at the veterinary hospital. He then turned around and headed back to the West Bank. 

[bookmark: _ey2hatm97fwx]Abdel Naser Musleh: You know, I went back to the shop and they called me and they told me he couldn't make it. And 
[bookmark: _bb7czmk0tstt]he died there. [Sigh]. This horse is like one of your children. Mawal El-Nahar was a very special colt to us. And he still lives inside us. He was a great one, really. And I just I couldn't wait to show him but he didn't make it.

Elise Coker (narration): There’s a lot of waiting in the life of a horse breeder. To begin with, when you breed your mare, there’s a long pregnancy - almost a full year - before you can even see the new horse.
[bookmark: _55sbw558vbeg]
[bookmark: _bgnubb8seeaf]Abdel Naser Musleh: When you look at the baby, you know, and when you look at the horse you made, oh wow, this is my idea, you know? This is what I wanted, this is what I imagined.

[bookmark: _rywxh5s3f8r0]Joel Shupack (narration): Then, you have to wait until they’re old enough to be shown.

[bookmark: _6x4e5snd5bem]Abdel Naser Musleh: There is not much to do with young horses, you know. Feed them good, that’s all.

Elise Coker (narration): And then, of course, there are long stretches of time between shows. 
[bookmark: _52veg6fqich1]
[bookmark: _hz01tf8mzk7t]Joel Shupack (narration): With Mawal’s death, all of Abdel Naser’s hopes now rested on Kamel. He had ten long months to wait till the next Egyptian Event, enough time for doubts to creep in.

[bookmark: _525pozsm09ol]Abdel Naser Musleh: Many people are breeding horses and they just don't get anything in shows, you know? Or don't get the opportunity to sell the horses that they bought for a lot of money or they invested in. 

[bookmark: _9mltsibh8hh8]Joel Shupack (narration): During some of the harder moments, he could even imagine abandoning his ambitions altogether, and getting a “normal” job.

Abdel Naser Musleh: If I think about like getting a job now in Jerusalem or in Ramallah, OK I might go and spend six days a week.

Elise Coker (narration): But those ten months were also enough time to remember why he doesn’t do that. Why, instead, he spends so much time and money on his horses. 

[bookmark: _5xbg4fr5eq88]Abdel Naser Musleh: When I live here, when I live in Palestine, when I have my Arabian horse, this makes me feel that I’m sticking to identity as an Arab and as a Palestinian. I give all of my effort now to my horses, you know? It’s the thing that make me successful as a person. This is what makes me special so I have to… to give everything to this passion and this hobby and this business and those creatures.

[bookmark: _qak5m356icbn]Joel Shupack (narration): That conviction gets Abdel Naser through a long winter, a warm spring and a dry hot summer. And then, once again, it’s time for the annual show. For another chance to bring his colt into the ring. To prove that, one day, he could become the best Arabian horse breeder in the region. 

Elise Coker (narration): But for any of that to happen, first he needs to win.

[bookmark: _akchjpag2nns]Abdel Naser Musleh: Winning in a show like gives you a big push. Gives you like ‘this is your destiny, this is what you're meant to do this.’
Announcer: Attention please.

[bookmark: _1ngsvdnm9gdk]Joel Shupack (narration): The 2019 Egyptian Horse Event is about to begin. 

Elise Coker (narration): Kamel El-Awsaf is a year older. His body has filled out and he’s grown into a stunning horse. 

[bookmark: _l2piifyo8awc]Joel Shupack (narration): His coat is lighter now - almost a light ginger with dark patches around his eyes and muzzle. A proud and anxious Abdel Naser stands beside Kamel. 

Abdel Naser: Yeah, I'm really nervous now.

Elise Coker (narration): His whole family is here. Nuha, his mother, looks like she’s dressed for the Kentucky Derby. She’s wearing an enormous wide-brimmed floppy hat and a flowing dress, both the color of an orange creamsicle. 

[bookmark: _mm5h6yjakqu4]Nuha Musleh: This is a passion, this is a hobby, that transcends just having a beautiful thing. It’s more, it becomes part of your life. It’s a tough tough tough mission, but the returns are majestic.
Abdel Naser Musleh: Now… Kamel is going in. Now he’s going in.
[bookmark: _qhxpt3x9s7hb]Announcer: The next scores goes to colt number thirty-three, Kamel El-Awsaf.

[bookmark: _ibzcq3gae0g8]Joel Shupack (narration): After the parading, the conferring, and the judging, the announcer reads off the scores for the preliminary group round. 

Announcer: Type - 20, 19.5, 19.5. Head and neck - 20, 19.5, 20! 

Elise Coker (narration): He’s getting amazing scores.

Announcer: The total score 91.17.

Elise Coker (narration): This year, he’s the clear winner of his group. 

[bookmark: _gu6ds9yl2dzq]Joel Shupack (narration): But again, winning your group doesn’t mean all that much. 

Elise Coker (narration): In the championship round, Kamel will face off against all the top colts in the show.

[bookmark: _2n3fklxl4gl]Abdel Naser Musleh: And they pick one gold champion. Let’s wait and see.

[bookmark: _1j06dmlcj1i5]Joel Shupack (narration): Abdel Naser patiently waits through more preliminary rounds. There are young fillies, old stallions, elegant mares — the pride of stables from all corners of Israel and the West Bank. 

[bookmark: _xkq102pcsisl]Nuha Musleh: Horses they represent integrity, strength. 

Elise Coker (narration): They’re chestnut brown, shimmering black or majestic white, snorting and galloping around the ring. 

[bookmark: _x6nrgx9lsoim]Nuha Musleh: Beauty, gracefulness, sensitivity. 

[bookmark: _8bhz6wrkam57]Joel Shupack (narration): Their curved faces, big eyes and powerful bodies are a connection to an ancient past. The owners sit around folding tables with cigarettes, black coffee and high hopes. Abdel Naser is quiet, focused.

[bookmark: _cdp9ht3t8upx]Abdel Naser Musleh: It’s five minutes before the championship.

Elise Coker (narration): Kamel El-Awsaf has a higher score than any of the colts he’ll be facing in the championship round. But Abdel Naser isn’t calm. 

[bookmark: _ft0jmybqa45f]Abdel Naser Musleh: Yeah, of course, because anything can happen, you know.

Elise Coker (narration): The colts are brought in and the judges make their decisions. This is it. The announcer takes his mic and starts with the bronze medal.

Announcer: Matil! Matil! 

Elise Coker (narration): Then the silver.

Announcer: The silver… Diram Zamani!

Elise Coker (narration): And then…

Announcer: The gold champion colt. 

Elise Coker (narration): He starts playing a song. A song by Abdel Halim Hafez. 

Announcer: [In Hebrew] Can you hear what the name is? 

Elise Coker (narration): “Can you hear what the name is?” He asks the crowd.

Announcer: Kamel El-Awsaf!

[bookmark: _cx4py9itixzf]Joel Shupack (narration): The years of monotonous hard work, of countless expenses and of sheer luck in breeding this horse to that horse have led to this moment. 

[bookmark: _7vbuozx56fey]Abdel Naser’s colt is a champion.

[bookmark: _n4i6a5jy16md]Abdel Naser Musleh: It was the best day in my life, my whole life. So after the show, I got a lot of offers, like a lot of offers, maybe fifteen offers, trust me, for this colt, offers for sale and breeding. Most of them were local but I'm getting now offers from Kuwait, Qatar, Belgium. You know that's the next stage in my breeding career, that’s never happened before. Look, when your stallion has daughters and sons all over the world, this is when you know you're a great breeder. When you feel like everyone needs your horses, wants to breed from your horses and wants to buy from your fillies or mares, this is when you know you're the best breeder in the world.

[bookmark: _xpohd7tvhqj]Joel Shupack (narration): He’s not there yet, of course. Kamel isn’t even ready to breed. But Abdel Naser and his prize colt are already links in a chain. A chain that goes back thousands of years to when horses and humans first learned how to live together. A chain that binds countless women and men, Arabs and Jews, Bedouins and Egyptians and others all around the world who have worked to create and preserve this ancient breed.  
[bookmark: _xpohd7tvhqj]  
[bookmark: _xpohd7tvhqj]But Abdel Naser isn’t actually thinking about the past. Right now, all he cares about is the future. See, his champion colt, Kamel? Well, he has a new brother. 

[bookmark: _utrt6vwz2y4z]Abdel Naser Musleh: This one we… we still didn't name him. We're thinking about names now because he's a special one so we should be careful with the name. 

Elise Coker (narration): Meanwhile this nameless colt trots around the small sand ring in the backyard of the Muslehs’ family home in Kafr ‘Aqab. 

[bookmark: _unz9troi9a7e]Abdel Naser Musleh: I think he’s… he’s even prettier than his brother, actually. 

Elise Coker (narration): And as Abdel Naser watches on, he’s already dreaming of tomorrow. 


*****

Mishy Harman (narration): Joel Shupack and Elise Coker. We used clips from Elise’ gorgeous film, Stallions of Palestine, from Topic Films. You can watch the full documentary on YouTube, and we’ll also link to it on our site, israelstory.org. 

Mishy Harman: Hello, hello, hello. OK.  
Danielle Deknuydt: [In Hebrew] Hello?
Mishy Harman: Hey Danielle, it’s Mishy. 
Danielle Deknuydt: Hey, how are you?
Mishy Harman: Good, how are you doing?
Danielle Deknuydt: Good, good.
Mishy Harman: Danielle, so I’m calling to ask what… what happened? What were the results?  
Danielle Deknuydt: Eh… the results was… this time we don’t win. 
Mishy Harman: Oh, I’m sorry to hear that.   
Danielle Deknuydt: What?
Mishy Harman: I’m sorry to hear that. 
Danielle Deknuydt: Ah, it’s OK. In the sport sometimes you win, and sometimes you… not win. [Mishy laughs]. Lose. [Danielle laughs].
Mishy Harman: And how are you feeling? Are you… are you disappointed?   
Danielle Deknuydt: Ehhh, I’m not disappointed. I think we need to work harder and don’t feel that we can do everything, and be in the top all the time. But we have our way, and hopefully, next year it will be our year! [Danielle and Mishy laugh].
Mishy Harman: Amen! [Danielle and Mishy laugh].
Danielle Deknuydt: Thank you very much. 
Mishy Harman: [In Hebrew] Alright. Thank you thank you, Danielle. 
Danielle Deknuydt: [In Hebrew] Thank you.
Mishy Harman: [In Hebrew] Alright. Bye. Good night. 
Danielle Deknuydt: [In Hebrew] Bye. Good night. 

Mishy Harman (narration): Joel Shupack scored this episode with music by William Ryan Fritch and Blue Dot Sessions. As always, Sela Waisblum mixed it all up. Thanks to Esther Werdiger who creates the beautiful artwork for our episodes, to Wayne Hoffman, Sheila Lambert, Erica Frederick, Jeff Feig and Joy Levitt.

If you are one of the many new Israel Story listeners, first of all welcome, and secondly, we hope you go back and listen to all our previous episodes. You can also follow us on social media - Instagram, Twitter, Facebook - all under Israel Story. And while you’re at it, don’t forget to sign up for our newsletter. All you have to do is go to israelstory.org/newsletter. 

Israel Story is produced in partnership with Tablet Magazine. Our staff is Yochai Maital, Zev Levi, Joel Shupack, Yoshi Fields, Skyer Inman, Sharon Rapaport and Rotem Zin. Jeff Umbro, from The Podglomerate, is our marketing director. Marie Röder, Clara Fuhg, Michael Vivier and Alicia Vergara are our wonderful production interns. 

I’m Mishy Harman, and we will be back next time with a very different kind of horse-related tale. 

Hodaya: And he’s suddenly like, “you? You don’t think as a Christian at all. You think like a Jew!” 

Mishy Harman (narration): Till then, stay safe, shalom shalom and yalla bye. 

--- END ---




